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Library is aspecial place
Serving as president of SAPL
this year is an honor. I, as do many
of you, hold a special place in my
heart for this library. As a 1997
graduate of this campus, I have
spent many h ours studying and
searching for information. There
are few places I like better.
To me, the library is more than
just a building in which t o conduct
research or fmd an interesting
book. To me it is one of the most
valuable institutions left in
America. I know I am biased, but I
think the library embodies all that
is positive and precious t o us in
this country.
Where else can you walk in
empty-handed, choose something
off a shelf and by merely promising
to return the item, walk out the
door? The library is a metaphor for
the faith we have in human beings.
Our library is a place of truth,
knowledge and wonder. It offers
quiet and solace. How many people
turn to the library to sit, clear their
minds and sort through what they
need, want or have to do next? It is
a door to the future for some, a
light in a window for others.
For students attempting to
better themselves through formal
education, it is a place of hope. For
those who were not afforded the
luxury of a college, it is an opportuSee LIBRARY on page 3

Jim Van Horn, Guna Carr, Gardner Gould and Betty Jean Miller attended the
SAPL reception honoring Dr. David H ubbel. Hubbel donated a valuable collection
of Twain books to the Poynter Library.

Library receives Twain collection
The evening of Nov. 20 h eld a
slight coolness in the air compared
to the unseasonably warm days
Florida was experiencing. A
reception was under way on the
Poynter Library terrace - more a
celebration under the stars, really,
and a fitting tribute to an American author the likes of Mark
Twain.
Bottles of wine, soda and an
array ofhors d'oeuvres were
precisely placed on tabletops. A
colorful arrangement of Florida
natural flora peered over the white
tablecloths. The sun had set and
small groups of people gathered
shaking hands and conversing
around the rows of chairs. The talk
was about Samuel Clemens a.k.a.
Mark Twain, and Dr. David
Hubbell.
The members of SAPL were

gathered with other distinguished
guests to recognize an author and
a physician. One was a wordsmith
who gave a gift to the world some
years ago. The other man was in
the process of giving the University of South Florida a gift that
very night.
His gift was a special collection, an accumulation of books
gathered during one man's lifetime. A gift of great American
literature was to be unveiled. A
gift that spoke oflove - a love of
education, and a love one man
held for another man's magic with
the written word. More than 80
people were there to share in the
moment as David Hubbell, St.
Petersburg resident, surgeon and
a SAPL member, offered his
See TWAIN on page 2

End of a chapter
The death of Sam Fustukjian in
March brings to a close the career of
a colorful, dedicated librarian who
had a distinct impact on the USF
library system, and
particularly on the
Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library.
Sam ran our
library for many
years, and was a
major player in
..
securing and
Sam Fustuk]wn
planning our new library building at
the St. Petersburg campus.
Sam touched a number of lives,
and not all of those he touched were
in the academic community. There is
great diversity among those who
were Sam's friends. Last fall my
dental hygienist, upon learning that
I worked at the Poynter Library,
wanted to know Sam's condition.
One of the employees on campus,
after asking about Sam, related a
story to me about how Sam helped
him during a time of need. Many
other questions came from visitors to
the library who knew and cared
about Sam. It's obvious h e was very
connected to the community while h e
served as library director h ere.
Inquiries about Sam also came
from outside of the area as well.
In December 1998, I attended a
meeting of all university library
directors in Florida, and the first
topic of discussion concerned Sam's
condition. Sam, and his forward
vision, played an important role in
the statewide network of academic
libraries. His colleagues will miss his
contributions.
As director of the Poynter
Library, I worked closely with Sam. I
know he thought USF could have the
best academic library system in
Florida, if not the United States. He
believed our goals, however high,
could be accomplished.
He worked hard to bring our
goals to reality, and his enthusiasm
was contagious. Sain will be remembered as the man who laid the
foundation for the concept of a
modern, student-oriented, academic
library. He will be greatly missed by
both those inside and outside the
academic community.

-Lanny Greaves
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collection of Mark Twain books,
letters and memorabilia to USF.
Mter a welcome from SAPL
President Teddie Aggeles, USF St.
Petersburg Dean Bill Heller introduced the guest of honor. Dave
Hubbell stood before the group
quietly, then opened with a joke that
left the whole group relaxed.
He talked about Samuel
Clemens, the man, and recited some
of his favorite lines and tall tales.
Then he asked if the group wanted
to hear him read from Twain's
books. Of course, they did .
As he recited the lines the
stories came alive as much from the
telling as from the words of the
author. Dave Hubbell took on a
Twain-like demeanor as he spoke
and the audience responded appreciatively. The mystique that makes
Twain lasting was evident as listeners leaned forward in their seats.
Mter a few questions from the
group, the lecture ended. But before
anyone could move from his or her
seat, special collections librarian
Kathy Arsenault presented Hubbell
with a special T-shirt to commemorate the occasion.
Then, the people who had been
chatting in small groups around the
terrace formed one long line to see
the collection. The books, letters and
other memorabilia were displayed,
some behind glass, some out in the

open. A temporary traffic jam formed
around the hand-written letter, in
which Twain states that all he can
do "is swear."
The spectators were in awe of
the size and range of the collection,
from The Celebrated Jumping Frog
of Calaveras County and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn to a
photograph of Twain in his white
suit. Somehow, being in the room
with those originals kept the group
quiet.
"I've been interested in Twain
since I was a teenager," Hubbell
said, standing in the middle of the
room surrounded by his collection.
Guests strolled on the terrace
after the reception, staring at the
moon overhead while talking about
Twain. They speculated that he
would have been pleased his work
was appreciated, but doubted he
would have attended a reception in
his honor.
The new USF collection, according to appraisers, is worth about
$83,000. Although it may not be the
largest collection of Twain anywhere, the St. Petersburg Times
found it worthy of an article. It is a
prestigious addition to the Poynter
Library.
And in terms of what this
original means to scholars of American literature and Twain scholars in
particular, the gift is priceless.

- Teddie Aggeles

Words such as "wisdom" and
"tolerance" greet those who traverse
the stairs at the Poynter L ibrary.

$3-million pledged to library
A friend of the library, A. Bayard
Angle, has pledged a $3-million gift
to the USF library, the largest such
gift in the library's history. The 90year-old former attorney said he
wanted to give something back to
the community.
Upon his death, the money will
be shared between the Resource
Center for Florida History and
Politics and the virtual library set
up for students working on the
Internet. The donation could qualify
for a state match and end up being
worth $6 million.

SAPL booksale April24
A view of the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library as seen from the south,
near the Salvador Dali Museum.

Wilbur Landrey keynotes SAPL meeting
A crowd of about 60 gathered on
the Poynter Library's third floor
terrace to hear former foreign
correspondent Wilbur Landrey after
the annual meeting April24, 1998.
The man who came to us in the St.
Petersburg Times for 21 years,
explaining and commenting on the
news in the hot
spots of the world,
described what it
was like "when you
come home from
the office for the
last time."
The newly
retired Landrey
Wilbur Landrey first tried his hand
at alphabetizing the kitchen spices,
gave suggestions as to how his wife
might better set up his sock drawer,
and wondered if the household
might be organized more efficiently,
including the posting of menus for
daily meals.
"I was only trying to help," he
said, explaining that his efforts were
not exactly appreciated.
He next set about sorting and
whittling down his collection of
thousands of books and r ecords, a
task "at which I failed daily."
He found it disconcerting, he
said, that the world and the St.
Petersburg Times were doing fine
without him.
"Things are in no more of a m ess

in the world today than they were
when I was telling it what to do
every day. And the Times is still on
my doorstep every morning."
But as to the news of the day,
Landrey felt with the Monica
Lewinsky/President Clinton scandal,
"The United States has been made to
look ridiculous, and so has the
presidency. And perhaps the press."
As for the world situation,
"Perhaps the most controversial and
maybe the worst decision to arise is
expanding NATO to include Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and
later the Balkan states."
He said this has come to pass
due to the ethnic lobbies in the U.S.
"NATO does not need all these
additional voices. Some of these
countries are no bigger than our
largest cities. Is it to our advantage
to go to a nuclear war on their
behalf?"
Another mistake Landrey felt
the U.S. has made is placing an
embargo on Cuba. He also discussed
the weakening of European influence, the common currency among
European nations and the influence
Europe has had in the past.
"Great nations do not remain
down forever," he said. And by the
same token, no matter how long the
U.S. has dominated the world,
"Great nations do not last forever."
- Betty Jean Miller

April 24 marks this year's SAPL
book sale, and volunteers are collecting new and used books still needed
to sell.
Any category of book is welcome.
The sale will be held in Davis Hall
room 130 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Quality books will be available at
bargain prices.
Proceeds from the sale fund
various needs and projects at the
Poynter Library. Call Marion
Ballard at 894-0161 for more information.
LIBRARY from page 1

nity for self-education and inner
growth. The Poynter Library at USF
is a symbol of the realization of
dreams - from the accomplishments of the man it was named after
to its wonderful collections.
Deep thought and reflection are
the DNA of creativity. Whether the
contents of books are fiction or fact,
sentences slip from the pages to
lodge inside people's hearts and
minds. They stimulate new growth.
It is a process which occurs daily in
the library.
How could I not be proud to be
president of a group that suppor ts
the growth of the human mind and
spirit? All who work in the building,
browse the shelves and h elp keep
the doors open wide know what I
mean. Libraries are incubators for
future ideas. I am happy to work
toward preserving the freedom of
thought, which locally begin s with
this library and all the privileges
and opportunities it offers each one
of us .
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